a swape well [M. 1:1 C]. Now how shall we interpret that rule? If we 
deal with a time in which the rain is falling, then [why should there be 
such a prohibition]? Is it not like irrigating the Great Sea? But we must 
interpret the passage to speak of the time in which the rain has ceased. 
If, then, it is a time that the rain has ceased, then is it not tantamount to 
a pool that has been filled by a spring, which has stopped flowing? 
And you rule that they do not irrigate a field from such water. That 
then indicates that in the case of a pool that had been filled from a 
spring, which had ceased to flow, they likewise do not water a field 
from such a pool. 


[C] AND THEY DO NOT DIG CHANNELS AROUND VINES. 


1. IHI:1: And they dig channels around trees [M. 1:1 D]. What are the 
channels dug around a tree? These are the ditches dug around the roots 
of trees [T. Moed 1:2B-C]. 


II. YERusHALMI Moern Qaran 1:2 


[A] R. ELEAZAR B. AZARIAH SAYS, ““THEY DO NOT MAKE A NEW WATER CHANNEL ON 
THE INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF A FESTIVAL OR IN THE SEVENTH YEAR ‘f AND 
SAGES SAY, ‘“THEY MAKE A NEW WATER CHANNEL IN THE SEVENTH YEAR, 
“AND THEY REPAIR DAMAGED ONES ON THE INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF A 
FESTIVAL.” 


L I:1: There we have learned: [One may pile up all his dung together. R. 
Meir forbids, unless it is heaped in a special place, three handbreadths 
above or below ground level. If he had only a little, he may go ahead 
and pile it on the field.] R. Eleazar b. Azariah forbids, unless it is 
heaped in a special place three handbreadths above or below ground 
level [so that it not appear to be manuring the field], or it is laid on 
rocky ground [M. Sheb. 3:3]. One may interpret this matter in two 
ways: In one, it is a case in which the farmer had a small amount of 
manure stored at home on the eve of the Seventh Year. He wants to 
take it out into his field in the Seventh Year. Lo, he may continue 
adding to this manure once those who carry on ordinary labor have 
ceased [so that he cannot be thought to be cultivating his field during 
the Seventh Year]. R.Eleazar b. Azariah declares it forbidden. What is 
the reason for the view of R. Eleazar b. Azariah? Perhaps he will not 
find sufficient manure [to make piles of appropriate size, which 
indicates that the manure is stored, not used for fertilizing the field], 
and he will turn out to be merely manuring that spot [on which he is 
storing the manure]. [Accordingly, Eleazar requires the manure to be 


